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Dear Mr. Caton

This letter is written pursuant to Section 1.1206(a) of the Commission's Rules. The enclosed March
25, 1997 letter to Chairman Hundt from Congressman Danny K. Davis was transmitted to Chairman
Hundt on March 25, 1997. On March 26,1997, a copy of the letter was delivered to Commissioner
Quello, Commissioner Chong, Commissioner Ness, and the members of the Commission's stafflisted

below.

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554
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MM Docket No. 87-268
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Ph~osc nccept this communique as an expression of my conc~m that the FCC's pt:ndir.g digit::!l
television rule making proceeding nllght result in the displac.:ement of low power television
(ULPTV") st:l.tion W23AT. licensed to Weigel Broadcasting COIT'.pony ("Weigel"). in the City of
Chic<lgo.

Re: Advanc.:ed Tdcvision Systel'l1S, MM Docket Nq 87-286
Ex partt: communication

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Cornmunicarions Commi5~ion

1919 Vf Street- Room 814
Wll~hil'lgton. DC 20554

Weigel's ChaMel 23 LPTV station providl!S many important public benefits to Chicago are(\
viewers. Cbannel23 broadc:uts over 80 hours of minority Olnd toreign language progrnmming
each week. These programs COlltain u ~reQt deal of news Q!1d public affDirs, arc often loculty
produced, ond provide much needed public service information to the rnembers of mort th~n 15
discrete minority and ethnic groups in the Chicago area.

fn the:o;e and other respects. the public i~rvice cunenlly provided to Chica~o area residents by
Weigel's Channel 23 LPTV is ofgreal value. In some ways, this service would he irreplaccnblc.
if lost. r urge you and your fellow Commissioners to lake all possibl~ steps during your

Chi\nn~l 23 also broadcilsrs 3S hOUIS per week of Hve, locally-produced business and general
news and public affairs programming in tht! English language. This programming is very
important to Chicago art!<l viewers. 1n.addition. Channel 23 broadcasts u live. locally produced
halfhour childrer's educ<.ltional program ("The Homework Show") each weekdOly This program
was developed in cooperntion with the Chicago Board of Education and provides substantial
edllcutiomll benelits to Chica~o ilret\ school children.
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consideralion ofdigital television broadcasting to preserve the public ~ervice provided to
Chict'\go area viewers by Weigel's low power Channel 2.3 station.

Sinc.:erely,

DaMY K. Davis
Member ofConsress
711> District. l1linois

DKD:ic

cc; William Caton (two copies - for ex pal1e tiJ~ in MM Docker NQ 87'::~86)
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